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SUBJECT: DEFENSE MINISTER MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR 

CLASSIFIED BY AMBASSADOR JOHN F. MAISTO. REASON 1.5 (D) 

1 <C) SUMMARY: IN A CONVERSATION WITH THE AMBASSADOR 
ON OCTOBER 15, DEFENSE MINISTER RAUL SALAZAR BEMOANED 
THE INEFFECTIVENESS OF SOME CIVILIAN BUREAUCRATS BUT 
mmiED THE CHAVEZ GOVERNMENT WA S BEING MILITARIZED , 
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2 (U) AMBASSADOR BEGAN THE CONVERSATION NOTING SEVERAL 
POSITIVE THEMES. AMBASSADOR COMPLIMENTED SALAZAR ON 
COOPERATION IN MILITARY-TO-MILITARY RELATIONS IN THE 
FOLLOWING AREAS: 

A (U) UNITAS. SALAZAR RESPONDED THAT THE VENEZUELAN 
NAVY WAS ANXIOUS TO WORK WITH THE U.S. NAVY ON THE 
UPCOMING NAVAL EXERCISE. 

B (U) CAPSTONE . SALAZAR WAS ANXIOUS TO MEET WITH THE 
FRESHMAN CLASS OF NEW SENIOR U.S. MILITARY LEADERS 
PROGRAMMED TO VISIT VENEZUELA NEXT WEEK. 

C. (U) FT LEAVENWORTH AWARDS CEREMONY. AS A GRADUATE 
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OF THE U.S. ARMY COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF COLLEGE, 
SALAZAR WAS ANXIOUS TO TRAVEL TO FT LEAVENWORTH NEXT 
FEBRUARY TO BE INDUCTED INTO THE HALL OF HONOR FOR 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURING HIS MILITARY CAREER. 

3 (C) VENEZUELAN BUREAUCRATIC FRUSTRATION. SALAZAR 
DESCRIBED T HE GOV AS FRUSTRATED BY BUREAUCRATIC 

n RpTRurrrioNl 



4 (U) MILITARIZATION. SALAZAR CONCEDED THAT THE PRESS 
ALONG WITH MANY POLITICAL ADVERSARIES CONTINUE TO 
PORTRAY SOME GOVERNMENTAL STAFFING CHANGES AS A 
MILITARIZATION OF VENEZUELA. SALAZAR THEN PORTRAYED 
SENIOR OFFICIALS SUCH AS ARMY GENERAL DE BRIGADA (0-7) 
OSWALDO CONTRERAS MAZA, A KEY BOARD MEMBER OF 
THE VENEZUELAN NATIONAL OIL COMPANY, PDVSA, AS 
INFINITELY MORE QUALIFIED THAN ANY OF HIS PREDECESSORS. 
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SALAZAR POINTED OUT THAT CONTRERAS IS A 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN WITH A DEGREE IN NUCLEAR 

eL™. HE INSISTED THAT, IF THIS IS MILITARIZATION, 

THEN IT IS A WELCOME CHANGE, AS CONTRERAS ACTUALLY 

HAS THE TECHNICAL SKILLS HIS PREDECESSORS HAVE LACKED TO 

BE EFFICIENT IN PDVSA. HE ALSO NOTED THAT TO GET TO 

FLAG RANK THE EQUIVALENT OF A MASTERS DEGREE IS REQUIRED, 

AND THAT HE HAS RESISTED THE TENDENCY TO SEEK MORE 

MILITARY OFFICERS FOR CIVILIAN JOBS. 
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